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As you may have noticed ftcm locking at 
rhe Table of Ccntent&j this packet contains 
almost encjgh material about Eritrea to 
qualify as a spe'ial issue on the subject. 

We have dene chis for several reasons. 

Tc beg,.n with, we 'i)ink what’s going on 
in Erifrea ir important both as c^n example of 
a far-rea hing to.ial revcluricri-. and also as 
the fir^t su.h re' oiution on the African continer 
whi-^h d.d not de'»elcp cut of the struggle 
against E'. rope an ocioniaiism And we feel that 
the arCi.ntf printed here convey, some of that 
importance by giving tirst-hand impressions of 
what is happening there as well as a let of 
Valuable . n t . r ma t i c n 

Alth ugh man> of you will probably not 
wan»: fc ’un all three arti'-les at on:e, we 
r. hough’: y c- m.ght appreiate seeing them all 
and perhaps h'. osing one Also, sine we’re 
taking tw. weeks olf from regular packer 
prcdu.tiCf ‘December 19- January 2' to compile 
cut am .a index and .elebrate the holidays, 
we wanted r lear cut the decks and fill yours 
with as me h material as possible 

We'll be ba k w i r p /;893 on January 6, 1978 


^’■CORRECT lON^* 

If. ruc- last ic-t u tr- - 89 i , page 3, first 
een retire tn "Miners l^ii e Challenge in 
Nat.onai Strike," cht iigi.res ^.h'CUid be 
160,000 miners on sirikt, n_c_ 180,000- 


:j- >0L' ARE MISSING A PAuE OR GET A BADLY PRINTED GRAPHIC, LEI U " KNOW AND WE’LL SEND YOU ANOTHER SOON 



> r 


photo ot Tucker & cellmate in packet #891) 

..•Oi;':. Pct'Ti.TTY ro. /. '1 ■ . 

S;hA'<NS >qvpp TALKS ABOUT COUATS , MINING AI^D 
16-MONTU STRIKE 


NTII TTKN CITN , Kentucky (LNS)--/i young gi-vl 

^ noon to the McCreary County jail, A 
C''\'o:cn us inside. 


Ke 


talk to the miners. 


>ie 


i miner ^ ” ne a'nsioered^ "and there's more 
corner," Lown the halluay ^oere the 
d cuaZ miners sentenced to stx months time 

. ^ -'nt i.ng the court injunction limiting their 



seen t 


I I .?<c; T- 

sui' r cj'* 


: me at tne otear>is Mine to six. It had 
le sixteenth month of their strike for a 
Mine Markers contract^ and xhen Kentucky 
troopers tried to escort scabs across the 
Line into the mine, the miners and loom.en 
ters were there to block them. 


-ithough security is nini’'^'al fi't the "lo^cal 
kfj^” doing time in the McCreary County Jail, 
tne hall windows still doesn't reach 
lery far into its crowded cells 


-n the jirst celt we came to, we talked with 
a joung m.mer, rho i Tucker. A Vietnam 'veteran 
ana ^ne so'n og a miner, he hopes his four~y ear-old 
son will work in the mines some day, too, Whiile 
nis ce . imates stayed stretched out on the homemade 
guilts mat covered their bunks, waiting for tim,e 
to pass, tucker talked, about the law, vKe mines, 
tne men who own themi and the folks who ‘^ork and 
aze : them : 


The way I growed up, personally, you know, 
the law’s the law- They catch you doing anything, 
you’re going to get it But it don’t work that way. 
I mean I saw that even in Vietnam, how the strings 
was pulled. o . Everything from Vietnam was bought 
off. Crooked politicians and money c 

Now the politicians, they ain’t got no war 
right now to fight over, but they get this — they 
got strikes. It’s all money. 

The Law 

I f we lived by the law — if we was in here for 
breaking a restraining order, there'd be other 
people [the company] in here for breaking the 
restraining order , . But they come in here and had 
a gun battle for three, four, five months, shoot 
outs and the whole works, and chat didn't run us 
off. They seen they couldn’t break us that way. 

OK, so they’re going to try something else= 

The legal thing-. "We’ll gei these boys under a 
court order,,, and after we get them under a court 
order, we'll get them to break that court order. 

Then we'll put them in jail That'll take care 
of them," 


A state policeman, he told me one time, 

"it don't make no difference [what you tell them] 
if I get up there and tell Judge Johnson, he’ll 
believe me." So the guy chat put us all in here, 
he’s a local trooper, he got up there and said 
"now Judge, I saw these guys down there [on the 
picket line]." Judge said, "OK," So that's the 
reason we’re in here. 

It's just like the lorm of government we’re 
living under hiere in Kentucky has got to be 


Rage 1 


changed. Judge Johnson# shouldn't have 

that much power. It can’t go on like this. 

State police just moved in here, solely for 
the company When you see one of them, he’s talk: 
to a company man. He’s always throwing his 
hand up to him on the street . It’s pathetic; it'i 
ridiculous 

My father, he knew it was going to be rough, 
'Cause he went through the [miners'] strike back 
in the 30 ’ s - He went through two of them — when 
the United Mine Workers first tried to come in 
here, and then one in about 1932- They made it tb 
we’ll make it now 

Then they hired people with machine guns and 
things to come in and shoot people down. Now 
they got their laws to do it See, they seen all 
this was coming years ago., They got ail the laws 
passed. And now they got all the people riding 
around here in the state police cars They don’t 
have to go out and hire anybody and use a gun on 
them. They can do it now by the law- 

If we're going to run this country by the 
law, we’re going to have to have some laws for 
ourselves The companies and the courts have got 
all the laws We ain't got any But the working 
man, he goes and works eight hours and be goes 
home, he goes to bed and he gets up Now that's 
his job. You got the company , ,A11 they got to 
do is set around and scheme and go oni "Now, we’r< 
liable to have some trouble a few years from now, 
we're going to have to fieve some laws 

The working people — they're going to have to 
get in gear themselves- After their 8 hour day 
is over they're going to have to do a little bit 
themselves Cause even the laws that were voted 
on, look who makes them up! These congressmen, 

90 per cent of them are as crocked as the day is 
long. 

Look at them. If you can bribe the President 
of the United States or you can bribe the Vice 
President of the United States and all the congress 
men, you tell me you can't bribe some little 
county judge or some circuit judge... - Of course 
the country ain't going to fall apart because some 
circuit judge or something is bought off. They 
didn t fall apart when Nixon and his clique went 
out. They bounced right back They're not going 
to fall apart over that., It’s going to end some 
day, but that ain't going to do it. 

Health & Safety 

We had one guy got killed right before we went 
out on strike Have you ever been in the coal 
mines? Well you just couldn't believe it. You 
couldn't realize what conditions it was. 1 cell 
you, It was bad enough to make us want to do 
^kat we re doing now. We wouldn't be setting over 
here doing this and everything else we've done 
going on two years now, just for some little old 
something 

[One guy made a] sworn statement that Blue 
Diamond runs this mine here at Justus the very 
same way that the mine at Scotia was tun (the Blue 
Diamond mine where 26 miners died in an explosion 
in March, 1976 — ed . ] . So how long’s it going to 
be before the same thing happens up here'’ (cont’c 
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[the Mine Enforcetnem Sater> 
hdd a toll-tree numbe : , but >iu 
-aL.ght .filing them peopU It c he : 
>'^'u ^ailing the inspect:. r.-, down there 
Tetley wouldn’t .-;mt out crd 
tired ^ause you called the inspect-: 
tire \^u tor something else Ihcv’d 
anything And with no union, ycu'd h 
wha t ^5 Gtr ve r 


Adrr.inis: ra- 
d . dn ■ ’ ge : 
ompa n\ . cjught 
, 1 h t \ ’ d 

bd>, " Y„u're 
. ” They'd 
t . : t > e u tor 
ci' e no say~ao 


They t^ay the big thing they den t WdOt gi^e 
titr in Our contract over is >:ur eaiety It’s net 
the menty, it’s the satety Iht> ^ay ".i we 
allow you people a saiety ^^mmiitee d^wn there at 
that mine, it's you that'd be ._nt.^, .wag the 
mines instead of us " 

But when you come out and teil a man, ”Wej.i, -^e 
don t want you to have a ^uletv 'ommi^tee, be juse 
you might save your life o: .ne ct your b(.dd>'s 
lives and cur us out of a little produ tiro,” we re 
n:. t going to work. In all untor; mi-.e~ ' lu y ha s 
a safety committee 


i think in every 24 hour period, -^n.eb^d^ die^ 
in the eoal mines And every menth, 1 bel-S'c, 
Thete's 70 some odd people whe die- in the Uni'sd 
Stares trem black lung. Sc that kill- >^u jos' as 
sure as it a rock fell on you Dying -i b 1 r. . l< 
lung'd be a lot worse than a tc.k lairing .n y.,u 
Just -lowly. Have you ever seer anyb..dy die irom 
It It just kills you You jost wither up You 
can’t get no breath or nothing and ya, e : ge r 

out, you can’t enjoy your sen, V-u're aii the ' ime 
taking medicine, oxygen. It's jurt =0 agjn./*ng 
death 


That’s the deaths that people .,c c ' * -^e lhe> 

say, "well, he worked and now he’s re 'i red, get his 
money gut his beneiiis " But whar's he dcing 
He’s laying in a house, in a b-d, ci A^ctt-hirig IV 
He can’t do nothing So he’s a dead man .:.gh: 
there 

The company don’t care it s not f r.t i l health 
It somebody gets hurt, they ;^ay, niC) gu ■ a '-fsek 
of applications outside that high, ir >.u get 
youi arm broke or something l.ke that, they j^st 
get somebody else They're goir.g to make their 
money--chey don’t care what this icunty lo,ka iiKe- 
All the rivers and creeks pi. 11. red And ^nate 
du.-^" burning on the sides of the hills They 
don’t ate what this place looks likc--They don’t 
live here They live away from here 

D., I ever think about giving it up N.. abso- 
ictc-iy not We were ail born and raised he : e in 
thia lounry And nobedy from Tennessee, or any 
place else, is going to come up here and run us 
off This IS cur- job They’re ni: gsing tun 

a. a ol i 

We got a job here as long as we want it, ror 
all ol our kids and families And jebu in the 
future are not going to be all that [tusy to get]. 
Jobs are getting fewer, not more And the working 
people here in this country are going tj ha.e t: 
.start lighting a little bit harder ’Cause if 
they don't, they’re going to wake up some m.tning 
and they won’t have a job 

And ca big rich company man, iie'^ going to live 
li... > got their mansions and their ran.ne^ 


and their farms and their plantations and what not^ 
They live ineide their gates, and 'hey den ' care 
what gees on the outside 

They're gcing tu pay their workers enough to 
keep ’"hern alive and keep them a little shack to 
live in It’s just like their equipment c: their 
rtiachinety, they're going to pay the little man 
enough tc nve cn and have a little something to 
X 1 V e i r. 

But thia :cal here was pet in the ground for 
3 a 1 ct US Net just for a few rich people down here 
in Knoxville or up in Michigan, wherever they live. 
It was put here loc of us We're all going to 

ge I b , me ' h I ng .ut of it And ovr part cf i' s not 

going tc be $3 a day and living cn *^he side .f some 

h,li in a iitrle old bii'‘y wooden sha'k No It 

used ■ vi be ibar way, but it am’' g-ing 'o be 

tha^. way no mere 'Cause we 'deserve mere han 

ha r 

There guys go down there and get it our , die 
ror it lu's worth more than tbac-" 

-30- 
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'.See graphics; also //883 884 for backgcoundil 

"LIVING THEATER" ACTOR ARRESTED IN WEST GERMANY 

NEW YORK (LNS ) --"There is, in Germany, a marked 
absence of protest, of criticism, of quest ioning . 
It is forbidden to doubt," commented Julian Beck 
of the Living Theater recently And his comments 
came from first-hand observation — Beck was arrested 
and charged with "defamation of the state" after 
the theater group’s last performance in West 
Germany of "Seven Meditations on Political Sado- 
Mas oc-hism. " 

The group had been invited to perform at the 
International Festival of Free Theater in Munich. 

In their perto rmance , an actor hung naked with 
electric sensors attached to his genitals, while 
Beck said "This form of torture has been reported 
in Brazil, Uruguay/, Argentina, Chile, West Germany, 
Turkey, Iran, Israel, and over 52 other countries." 

"in Germany today," Beck added later, "there is 
what IS known as the 'white torture-’ This is 
a torture of prolonged isolation-" 

After his arrest. Beck was held in prison for 
nine hours while 150 supporters marched in protest 
through the streets of Munich- He was released 
on $1,000 bond and the troupe returned to its 
Rome headquarters- Beck will be tried in 
absentia in West Germany 

"In two days, the government received no less 
than 500,000 phone calls suggesting, hinting 
that someone might be a terrorist," Beck said- 
in a recent radio interview "The whole country 
was turned into a police force for a conservative 
government " 


-30- 

Subsc r 1 bers : 

you have until January to pay up your 19''? 
bills for your subscription to LNS Better get 
chose . hecks in now' 
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te to editors :F ollcwing are two first- 
orts written by French journalist J Louis 
who recently visited Eritrea, where a 16- 
war for independence from Ethispia 
-- be nearing a victorious end Together, 
c es give a vivid pii^ture of the current 
'i. c->7 to-itrea, both in the liberated zores 
o untry side and the recently liberated 
ties. 


i or background information on the histiry 
oj the ^Eritrean struggle, ard for description of 
Ethiopian government's treatment of the 
mtreai'^ people duriycg its years of cccupati:-^, 
see lES packet U8~S, See map and photos in 
packets if 878 and if 886 

ERITREA: THE LONG MARCH TOWARD THE CAPIIAL 
VISIT TO A REAR BASE AREA 


by J Louis Peninou 

Liberal ion/LIBERATlON News Service 

'' Editor d note : the 16- year guerrzllo war 
for the liberation of Eritrea is making rapid 
advances a^ud is now fast approaching its giti of 
winning independence from Ethiopian x •^le C.n- 
solidation of revolutionary contr.^l m the country- 
side has in the past six months led to the 
liberation of a number of maj : r Eritrean cities. 

The following article is a translation ef 
a report by J. Louis Peninon of the hrench daily 
newspaper Liberation In it he reco^y<ntE hts tisit 
to the rear base area of the Eritrean Peopled 
Liberation F ront and compares what he saw th- s 
fall with conditions he observed on an earner 
trip to Eritrea two years ago- 

Peninou emphasizes the- significance of 
developments in the base area in his introduc- 
tory no te ■ 

"The principal changes undergone in Eritrea 
since the overthrow of the Ethiopian emperor by 
a rmliiary junta thr-ee years ago are those 
o.ccomplished by an organization that was at that 
time a minority amtong the guerrillas : ihs Eritrean 
People's Liberation t { :nt < EPIL y created when it 
broke away from the or i gt n-i '-front, t he Er it r -an 
Liberation Front, in 2970 The EPL T is nox- the 
larger and better orga^mzed :f the tw. 

"Its recent miiita.xy successes mioke fore- 
seeable its arrival in power a^>d miake it 'worth- 
while for people to pay ol 'ser attentio,n to ^ "c 
^ YLt erna I rea " ity " > 

SAHEL REGION, Liberated Eritrea (LN5) — 
Traveling at a leisurely pace, the heavy Mercedes 
truck on which I was riding rolled across the 
parched stream bed that marks the border between 
Sudan and Eritrea And 1 understood then and 
there chat Eritrea isn't what it used tc be 


Here, as recently as a year ago, an Ethic- 
pian military camp guarded the border crossing, 
trying to block access tc the trails over which 
the guerrillas transport their supplies. The 
camp hardly accomplished anything, but it did 
force a few precautions, detours, nighttime runs 
Clandest init y caught you up as scon as you set 
foot on occupied Eritrean soil- But not new 

Today, we stopped briefly at a Sudanese 
border post, saluted policemen from the Front, 
and drove on to the fortifications of the former 

Ethiopian camp a few hundred yard s further on 
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The blue flag with white palms of the former 
Eritrean federation and the EPLF’s tricolored 
banner cut across with a yellow stripe fluttered 
over the fortifications side by side, high above 
the sands and rocks which surround the remains of 
what was once a large village before the waro 

About a hundred young guerrillas, both men and 
women, occupy the position^ There are a few 
reminders of the battles that took place in January 
1977, Certain houses are in ruins and the facades 
of others are pocked with bullet holes But there 
is no trace of the tension of war The soldiers 
are scattered about in small groups -- around a 
cooking fire or a guitar, washing their khaki shirt: 
by the side of a well, or discussing studiously the 
latest issue of Vanguard, the political monthly of 
the EPLF The life of a border guard is monotonous; 
the nearest Ethiopian soldier is 250 miles away, 
iat to the scuth 


A little off to one side, a scene confirms how 
times have changed — with seme embarrassment, two 
or three poorly dressed families ate carrying on a 
lively argument with several guerrillas,^ These 
refugees are waiting to be able to cross into Sudan^ 
They ceme from the suburbs of Massawa, the chief 
Erirrean port on the Red Sea, far to the east, 
where conditions have been intolerable since the 
arrival of the Ethiopian peasant militia. They 
fear the blind reprisals of the Ethiopian army, 
which has been overwhelmed by a series of defeats^ 
And they fear being drafted into that army by force, 
as the authorities of Addis Ababa have taken tc 
doing recently in the areas under their control 
They have only one idea in their heads: to flee the 
war and reach the refugee camps in the Sudan- 


The militants of the front vehemently try to 
convince the frightened families not tc flee the 
country but to gc to the liberated zones ’’where 
people can live in complete security " 

The Rear Base 

II doesn’t take long as you sink into the 
liberated territories to discover the reasons for 
this new optimism The breadth of the -hanges 
realized in just a few months is spectacular. It’s 
hard tc rediscover any traces of what used to be 
a hunted gcerrilia movement, holed up in the inhos- 
pitable mcuntains, far from its people, completely 
de s 1 11 ute 


"Comrade camel," the indefatigable but silent 
companion of those difficult times, has all but 
disappeared Hundreds of trucks, most of them 
salvaged from the recently conquered towns, new 
plcw along the guerrilla, trails, loaded with grain, 
merchandise, arms or soldiers 

The militants take great pride in the "Libera- 
tion Irail," which they built with their own hands 
during 1976 ever several hundred miles, linking most 
of the liberated zones to the nerve center of the 
insur r.ecc ion on the other side of the mcuntains — 
the rear base in Sahel. Traffic rolls along the 
trail day and night, no longer fearing air attacks 
from an enemy which has lost many planes on another 
front in recent months — in the war against 
Somali fighters in Ogaden^ 

The front continues to build on the foundation 
of "the base," patiently built up during the last 

s m the semi-desert province of Sahel 
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I'crrh of the country 

^ visitor wb : tra\eUd through 

, ^ ‘ bto\^m valleys, here and ''here stepping 

-^!'d-lides of pebbles, skirting thi ke ' s ot 
^ which dot the vallsv b. ct.tr,., hurrying 

^ 3 landscape wiie’'c ex.epT in the -ainy 

; s vety s;ar.-e, such a 'i.it : w -.id 
levt o g. .d chance of seeing nothing a i. i 

- bt- . • rs, nevertheless, a cer.^able ,. ity here, 
stret tipg along rhe ^rail i.^ nearly 30 m: i e s . w.th 

-iciip^. Its hospital rrcms, I's . h ..s, '.r^ 
tvor K^h. p- , its gas stations, -teres, Iit'roCx.s, 
pri-c;-- A city completely hidden, .tten bucked, 
c n ■ <- 1 . t d unde r bushes , t ui ked away behind p r c ' r ud i og 
r V u k - 

M ... a City with several th..u.and inbabitant., 
all o } Them c omba t an t s from the f r . r ^ w' . c h t h e 
e X. ep t. . • n cl a f ew hund red Li.\ilian rets gees A .it> 
whrfe there are few houses because ch. guerrillas 
still sleep out on the gte-nd i n dii weathrr, 
wrapped .n the sheet cl loth they ^rry ti^d t: 
the; r bOits during the rest cl the dov 

A ity where there are tew kitcnens, be-ause 
It is eriy.'.gh CO pile three toks [■. gciher around a 
^.ampti*''- and prep yc ur me.s kit on " hem t_ beat up 
the peppery sau;e which make, up ths regular d.et 
Ihe gear meat which is purcha-ed irom pa.sing 
nomad, is rtr.erved for the .hiidrcu at ' h,. "icc.iu- 
ti.,nary .heel," for the sick and ’’h.- w.und^d 
F r e: . b v tr ge tables are virtually unk..wn luxuries 
And the fruits which are prcdu:ed in .u,.h great 
quan'iries further to th^ south cn th. h.gh plateau 
I a >: e 1 V cme "ihis far Seme wa^er, seme pepper and 
s : r ghum bread 

If .. a ci’‘y, neve r I he ie.s , buil^ r, i^sr, whi h 
gathers ’•oge'ilier what it needs and buiias in sten- 

Fact ory in the Conn ^ r > s i d g 

I had hung cn to the memory ci the iir.t EPLf 
work!.h-. p- whi^h I saw in j.9?5 -- . nia i i .ramped hots, 
crou. rung in ravines on the steep slcp-s, wi'^hcu'' 
light, wi'hcut real tools, where i ■: tjok miraties f 

ingenuity to repair the simplest cbje.t. 


have entered the era of production," one of the 
workers announced Clearly he was exaggerating 
somewhat They still repair a grea’’ deal, partlcula 
arms But the workshops ate already an object lesso 
of the EPLF's polity cf "self-reliance " For 

almost two years, for example, no»^ a single item of 
clc-rning has been purchased from outside the country 
Ihe woodworking shop supplies tables, :hairs, black- 
boards and ether furnishings for schccls Spare 
pacts, pte.ieusiy purchased at great expense, are 
new fjrged and fitted here A little here, a little 
there, they scavenge the raw macE'ials — zinc from 
airpiar?es they have shot down, rolls cl fabric stole 
at night from dtpots in Asmara (the capital city 
whi'.h IS still controlled by the Etbicpians), scrap 
ir..n collected whertver they can find it 

E _o n on:ic Independenv. e 

Per pcliti'al and strategic reasons, the EPLF 
la pursuing a double-barreled poli.y cf economic 
independence: the greatest possible sel t - r el lani e 
t^r liberated Eritrea in relation t c' foreign nacicns, 
and fc-cncmi. .e 1 1 - r e 1 lanc e for r be f:cnr i'*.ell in 
fie k; .t!cr .1 Eritrea, so as not ■: o place a burden 
on r he .ivilian population 

Ihe EPLF cuci-ined in a program adopted at its 
rirs: c.ngress on January 31, 1977 an economic 
pclicy central to consolidating e onomic power in th€ 
hands of the Eritrean people: "Nationalize all 
Indus’', Ties in the hands of the impe?:ialis’'s, 

Z.oni3’’s and Ethiopian colonialists; confiscate all 
land held oy the aggresset Ethiopian regime " 

The Ethi-pian government has "ewned" the 
essertial clerrients cf the mode in sector of the 
e' onemy siO'^e its d‘-;res of "nationalization" issued 
by f be regime in Addis Ababa in 1975 

o.:. far, the EPLF's own nationaliza'ion policy 
has bten applied most ef f e: t i vt 3 y to the colcnial 
plan tati:.ns set up by the Italians The irrigation 
systems were damaged by the war ana many tractors 
havG disappeared But the frtne has been able to 
assure ccntinuing cultivation on many of the planta- 
ticns It produces grains, oranges and coffee, whlcT 
ace sold cn ’:he dcmesric market 


Several veterans burst out laughing as '■ht> 
asked me r.o appreciate "the primitive a.. ujjiul at i : n 
ac 0 : mpl 1 shed in two years": mere .pac i-. us bunding., 
some .Taoding up on foundations, othe' . pariiaiiy 
undergr ound, lit up by clusters of ne.:n bulb., 
prooe ted from the dust and .and by a screen 'atcfuify 
sc It . bed together out of parachutes reco'-eced at the 
time t rhe battle for Nacfa last winder 

Ma hines everywhere -- lathes, saws, drill., 
plane., presses, etc , "all captured from the enemy 
Seme .me from Nacfa, chers from Elabered, from 
De-. amtrv or from Keren !n the towns liberated 1 1 i s 
year, 'hey have dismantled entice fa-.tories and 
carried 'hem here, inro rhe mountairs, sheltered 
from acu j)'-s:ble Ethiopian _ ount e r a t r S' k 

Kf - eight hours each day, two generator- .apply 
r h«- ult !fi i [ y needed to- three or t . s r hunheed 
w-''ker-, men and women A good numbe", p . t r i . u ^ a ' I y 
in thf.- mt'al working shop, were already trained 
b<lwre 'he> joined the guerrilla. B-' many ^ther. 
have i Harried their skills right in these w.rk.h.ps 

"ihe L ime fo r sma ] 1 ,r e p^air .-? is fi nished, we 

i:'“ "a ’ L IBEHAI ION News Servi; 


5e X I - t c j. Ian ; e , the watchword which is hammered 
cut everywhere, in tesclucions, in discussions, on 
signs and waliS, is .till being developed "We 
wiil provide 65 percent cf our dietary needs next 
year," estimates a member cf the EPLF's e: onomic 
department Ihe rest, mostly grain, will have to be 
obtained from abroad 

Yet the econcmi. strength of the front is growii 
rapidly It has established a monopoly cf road 
ha’jling in the zones which i^ cnttcls, since it 
alone ha.s tru.ks and gasoline It is the only 
impor^anr producer of salt in "he region, salt which 
IS colierted along the baked shores of the Red Sea. 
Tbe front's i rucks carry this salt, great disTanies 
for sale, een as far as the Ethiopian provinces 
acro.s the ri tr from Eritrea This trade should 
guarantee impcrrant revenues starring this year 

And ft has been clearly shown that rhe EPLF 
place- the needs cf the civilian population bef-c r e 
those of irs cwn combatants 

-30- 

U/892T December 16, 19/7 more 


^^'cte tc edi'^crs : The follcwing report frori Keren acccmpccniee another 

art^Oi^e tn this po.cket by the same author on a recent visit to cl revolutionary 
Oase area tn Eritrea- Together^ these articles gtve a vivid picture of the 
current situation in Eritrea^ both in the countryside ^ liberated step by step 
over the 16 years of guerrilla war^ and the recently liberated cities. 

For backgroun.dj see packet H 8'^ 8 j photos and >iap in 8^8 and 886-^) 


' ERITREA: THE LONG MARCH TOWARD THE CAPITAL; 

REPORT FROM NEWT Y LIBERATED- CITY OF KEREN 

by J Louis Peninou 
Liberar 1 on /LIBERATION- News Service 

(Author’s no'^ e : Keren^ ittth its 45^000 inhabitants j ■ ts the second largest 
city of Eritrea After four days of fighting it was liberated from Ethiopian 
occupation on July 8^ 19'^t by. the guerrillas of the Eritrean Peo>ple’s Liberation 
F ront ( EE IF' . , 

A pleasant tewn^ wth unde aoen-u.e-Sj midway between -^.he high plateau and 
the lowlands of western Eritrea^ Keren has ’ ong been a renter of commerce and 
exchange 

The Citadel which dominates the town and the doze>'i fortified camps which 
protected it had ear’ ter sam^ed. Ke'^en a o-epyutorz on innu’ nerability LUrtng 
the Second World War, Brutish troops had battled f mote than two months to 
drive out the Italian garnson there Many observers estimated that Keren 
would not fall until after the tlber ati on of Asmara, th^- capital c’.ty. 

The speed and scope of t is uictory in Keren -- -fOO Ethiopian troops 
were taken prisoner -- earned the EPLF cone ider able prec-t ige throughout Eritrea , 


MASS MOBILIZATION IN KEREN 

KEREN, Liberated Eritrea <'LNSl — The Impeciai 
Cinema doesn’t fit its name any more. This heavy 
building of the ’ 30 ’ s , planted in the center or the 
town, now houses public meetings, not tixm snowmgs 

This Wednesday morning, the association of 
women of Zone 3 (Keren is divided into six neigh- 
borhood zones) is holding its biweeRly session of 
political education- There are about 150 people 
there, women of all ages, sitting squarely in the 
seats lined up facing the screen- 

Beneath the traditional veil of white, many 
have put on their Sunday robes, which are also 
white but embroidered with wide bands of bright 
colors ; the event — a gathering among women to 
discuss politics — visibly retains, after six or 
seven weeks, an extraordinary character. 

Standing at the front of the room, a woman 
dressed in combat fatigues teaches the lessen She 
reads a chapter from the manual of "general politi- 
cal education," prepared in j. 9 74 for use by new com- 
battants at the front and from there spread chrougn- 
out the liberated zones. The text is written in 
simple words with definitions wherever needed 

One listens, one learns. Nobody takes notes - 
You could count on the fingers of one hand those in 
the room who know how to write. Many carry on their 
backs their dozing last born chiidrsnr 

The militant picks out with her finger someone 
in the crowd. The chosen woman stands up. Ques- 
tions and answers unreel very quickly in an even 
cone. 

—"What is the present stage of the revolution/" 

— "The present stage is the democratic revo- 
lution , " 

— "By whom is the national democratic revolu- 
tion made?" 

(continued on page ^ ) 
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ORGANIZING BY THE EPLF IN KEREN 

KEREN, Liberated Eritrea (LNS) — Long a bastior 
of nacxDnaiist sentiment, Keren was a stronghold of 
Lhe Eritrean Liberation Front (ELF) which launche 
tht: armed struggle in 1961 and remained for a long 
t:.me, despite the splitting away of the EPLF in 1970, 
the msj-jrity organization among the guerrillas- 

Many Keren families have a son in the ranks of 
the ELF, while the EPLF counted only a few militants 
tnere. Ihe surprise came when the town was captured 
by troops from the front which nobody expected, the 
EPLF. 

Four months later, ail traces of the political 
influence of the ELF have.-jrot^ .di sappeared But clear 

the EPLF haS won the hearts of the p^dpTs- A family' 
oldest children may still be in the ranks of the 
ELr j but their younger brothers and sisters when they 
in tnej. r turn join the guerrillas go tb the EPLF. 

The.i are three major reasons for this; the 
exceptional dedication which the militants of the EPI 
prove daily, an economic policy chat is intelligent 
and without privileges, and the ccmparison now possi- 
Difc with the policies of the ELF, especially since 
the capture by the latter of the neighboring town 
of Agoedat, 50 miles away, during the month of August 

An End to Privileges 

By their own a_count, the inhabitants of Keren 
were flabbergasted by the astonishingly strict beha- 
-.^ior of the young combatants the EPLF. To Its 

own misfortune, this region of the world has seen 
wars of ail kinds over the years, attacks by bandits 
and murderous conflicts between tribes, ruthless off: 
-iei repre&si 31 and vengeful reprisals. In fighters 
they fear the ruffian as much as they admire the her( 
Ke:; en tcunts dozens and dozens of brothels for its 
ga : c Is ons 

During tne 16 years which the war of independen 

(continued on page 7 ) 
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mla me abJiC i he Erhiopians and the hard- 

-fnp.'-:.'d 1 inrisL And in cheir homes, 

t. -ir- D exads , wnat has , hanged there' 


-- B 
know ^ a s 1 


.;e the acfivai ol the EPLf, we didn't 
ng eb.ut the emdno ipai . on of women. We 
stay-d t.omc a.i i day and kept ourselves busy with our 
husband- sod . - -hiidten WS idn’t gu our Now 

we kn- w wa- wrong We ar^x learning-" 




--"incr was no equality When a man earned 65 
dollar-, tic g:i s 13 to his wife to tatcc 0 ;are ol his 
home and kcp'. the rest That isn't right- At the 
fact-ry, ih-_. sent pregnant w^men home, and the wages 
oi ttie A ...T.- :i were mu,h lower 


"H-'W d- y •<.> go about changing chat.'" Ten hands 
shocL at xh= same t i.me to answer: "by raising the 

le^'t! -I p- i'4---ai ^oris._ii'.snes3 

And .vr.at d tne,, think --f the >-Uat''m chat forbids 
young w. mco i r jm ..hooding their o/^'n husbands, leaving 
It dii '-p t in-it parents A l^ng siien..e The in- 
terpreter h^- 1 repeat the question, not without 
having m-, (m'jfed t me : "take it easy, y-u’re going to 
she k them We are going one step at a time" 

1 he xomepreter is too caucious. The program of 
the EFll -j.i X pat es ^ 1 early "passing pr-gcessive laws 
,_on-crni..g mutrxage and the family " And the silence 
doesn'r Tr=tn 'h=ir the women are shocked They simply 
don’t kn.w Ati^r answer 13 appropriate. Finally, after 
thinking <sb. ■: it, one volunteers: "these customs, 
like trie rest, Wxll change with the elevation of the 

f f 

level -I p.xi-vi-dl O', ns el -Usness 

_ -i There resides the principal change 

and = rg d^ixOg the last tew months: the instalia- 
ion - 0 -a ir.d^-ive s.aie oi pmiticai education meetings 

Ke'eu axjnc more chan fifty su^h meetings 

a week And everywhere I stopped, at Afabet, at 
De^dCi.r-re, et tiv same pro. ess is going on For 

til'- FPL f, wn . li makes p.licicai educatiin the essen- 
tial 3 t . ■ : i , o I the ma:3 s or gan izaci-ns it is setting 


up, it is the main Ingredient needed cc break the 
masses rapidly from their "feudal and backward 
ideology " 

The mllicants have an unbreakable faith in the 
positive effects of political education I had 
asked to visit the town prison They took me there 
It was empty, sheltering only a few recently captur 
Ethiopian soldiers who were about ^ t depart for the 
prisoner cf war :amps further zz the north Not a 
single political prisoner Nor any tcramcr law pil- 
senets When the front seized the Tcwn, i’’. set fr 
everyone it feund inside the jail after a short cou 
cf moral and pcliti.al education 

Since rhen. 'here have indeed been a few arres 
cf thieves, swindlers or trouble-makers. But as th' 
idle person in charge of the prison explained it, 
"we held them ter 15 or 20 days while giving them 
political edu-=icicn and then we let them go. If 
they did chat, it’s because they were lumpen and 
didn'-t have pcfiri ai consciousness " 

Only the nine permanent agents ct r he Ethicpiai 
pOxiLitai p-ii:e, arrested after the liberation of 
the town, were sent to a prison at the rear base 
where they are serving long sentences 

Nobody, it :=eems, was executed The former 
Eritrean v i : e- go ve r nor , the e x-admin i s t r a tc r s of th( 
tcwn, all are tree and living in rheir own homes. 
Some corrtpr omised notables preferred to leave and 
go to Asmara t^he Eritrean capital whi^b remains 
under Ethiopian military control) They were allcw( 
tc go 


Ma s s As S O" f gt i on , Base cf Po pu I a r P owe r 


The final years of Ethiopian powe: in the town 

had been marked by important changes in 'he admini- 
stration cf Ke'en Alongside the municipal govern- 
ment ohocen by the regime, the military junta had 
instailsd in Keren as in Addis Ababa (the Erhiopian 
capital) ele 'ed neighborhood councils called Kebelr 
These council::, lot the first time, were elected by 
ail the citizens and were responsible tor lodgings, 
roads, seiurity and justice But demc:ratit princi- 
ples were qui:kiy perverted by 'he state cf siege , 
and the pra-iii-e jf candidacies selected in advance 
began These kebeies never truly began to function 


Ine EPLF, which had no experience in tPie admin; 
sttati-n cf large towns, briefly considered using 
thio administrative Ladre, but renounced it prompt' 
since the population associated the kebeies with th( 
cclcniai Ethiopian regime 


An entirely new system was se^-, up, with which 
responsible figures in the front say they are highl; 
satisfied Like the government operating in 'he 
liberated villages, it rests entirely cn the mass 
assoc lat ions 


Keren is made up of six neighborhoods In eac 
five mass associations bring together respec'ively 
workers, women, youth, peasants and '.he pei'ty bour- 
gecis By petty bourgeois they mean mainly 'rades- 
men, who are very numerous in Keren, t-a'-.becs and 
certain students 


Each association includes a variable number 
cf branches, cells made up of about 30 to 60 member 
each, which elect an executive cf three members 
Membership is completely voluntary 
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geThet these elected '■tics c.cnstitui.e 
^ >'’''>1 -:mnut^Ge of the association t'c r rbat 
• K j;r,bv'-l , a And the central : oimrii’’ t ees of the 
■‘j • -.^’cons meet in a '’pcpnlac assembly" cS 

' ■ g' ' s t io.al authority 

1'’ p'^t-ula*' assembly chc-cses Ircm ns cun 
:<ink- ,n . x* ,tive of 12 people wh.se Cfgani 2 ati.o 
' ‘ a . 1 - Mjt c f the Ethiopian kebeles' three a r ^ 
.ho: god uiMi ]«,stice ( ivil and . o r r e ^ r . ; ^a 1 , sir-.e 
*■ t t • n' : f -e 1 f handles criminal ic lar . . ns ' , ^ h r e e 
^ ' 'orn; affairs, one ter security, ^ne t,r 

p u b 1 1 e ' P • 1 1 1 y , e " . 


K t. I t n 


WL w 


h t he time being roac'-ers cr.- erring aii at 
: . c- lelt to be managed by the tr.n^, wh . h a Is: 
h r g‘, policital educa*' i n n the as so :^'.cns 

- - still toe early ’c Judge the eflc tive- 
! ■: h ; -y-tem," Sebahar, membr. r ot the p.i:ri- 

..I the ftent, to id me '*ii it w.rk- ^eil, 
. • Lfc able to aaopr it all eve: the new Eticrea 
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tasks which they fulfill during the day 

In the public services, workers receive the 
same salary they ccllected In the :.me of the Eth 
plans The lowest wages have been increased Bu: 
members of 'he tront, who have been assigned tc r< 
pla e departed re'^ hnicians, work wif^heu^ any pay < 
ali The same go = s icr all publi r-mplcymen^ tak( 
ove*" by *: he militants 

T he Con ttcl _ of Pr e ^ 

Fccnomi -jily the :ity fa e= many dif f i : u 1 ties 
Money has be.ome a rare ommedity sin e the two or 
’htes ’■f'ousand Ethiopian soldiers are no longer 
there tc -pend 'heir wages The agr o- indust.r ial 
.omplcrx af Exabered where sere cal hu net ted to'wnspeo 
worked i= shut do>wn, and the ’'cwn’s two small lac- 
’^cries are .Icsed Impoverishment ’:^;:-'he5 mos’' 
hearths An important merchant told me tha>: b.e is 
dOxDg chiy a third ol r he business he did pte-lous 
and the losing ct the banks, (the Ethiopians sue- 
teded in stauhiog away the money > has rot helped 
the -irculation ct curren'y 

Ec rtunateiyu prices tor their par »■ have a ten 
den.y ro tail now that r he Scige .f the town has 
been i.iied At least the prices t.c local predae 


ha- Id- • <] , ' hty have had rime . form an opinion 
a‘v 'bebuliaviot ol the guerrillas oi the ELF 

fhey were Eritrean, sen- of the r^ncry 
and tighring against the cccupyiog tor.es Bor rney 
we ■■ f also Idlers like ali the rhers They had 
tore, d wn ' ilTages wbi'h refused tc pay raxes t: 
the tf. nt They had plundered herd: and seized 

suppl.r- force 

a lew weeks before, ar tie time of the 
1 ibt rar , ' r. of Tessenei, an area near the Sudanese 
fcon'-'.v:, people were able tc see several members 
ot iTu- "B v'v : 1 ut lona ry Council" of the ELF, the 
higbfc-'- oothcriry in this or ganiza t ion , till their 
oar- ^ h .cored goods and drive otf to sell them 
ar f hr- ntarest Sudanese market Cat’:ie were taken 
in numbers and sold for rbe b^netir. of r^e 

t r c n r , ^ ' 

At Ktren, it wa= a lompieteiy diiieienr st-.iy 
The or.rhtlu ace practically ali deserted new and 
nc :.ne h.js ever seen a oombat.ant cf 'he ir.C' 
ihert I'Jv. r only has there been no looting, bur t. 
break the r.ar.ity which ihreaiened alter the roads 
to Armor a were cut, the EPLF has distributed grain 
1 r orn . t - own stocks at rock bet tom pr t es 

In t he 1 : daily contact with the inhabit auls ct 
the 'own, the militants of the front are courre'ius, 
pay.ng - rupulcusly fer everything they take Nc 
c: T t n u - exhuberance, cr bursts of mathineguo 
fire in he ait at the sligbtes' pretext The .ur- 
t ew 11 ' r * at 10:00, but it is mc>/ed up two hours 
ear 1 1 : r 'he gue t r i lias 

At '.ar oS oan be judged in a few sTo'-t weeks, 
the cigi'i dis.ipllne that governs individual rela- 
tions jO rhe ranks of the EPLF has clearly withstcod 
the -•/' spring influence of the arrival in the t :wns 
It 1 . tc maintain a rigorous equali'y cl men 

and wenx.-'' in rhe poverty and iso-iation of the moun- 
Tdar"- 'r IS easier tc renoun, e all pc'^tnal pci- 
\raT^ pr ' .c ri-y, to do wi^'houL pay or any insignia 
d 1 1 i ngj 1 - h . ng the rank that ycu creupy But in 
Kerr-'- uIt., 'he EPLF sticks to these prini^ipieTr 
I h*- j ( od- - T'lll ear and sleep alongside tank and 
rr, .ii-jc’-, whatever may be the a dministrative 
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Con'caty cc the policy adopted by *^he ELF in 
2 onei>, the EPLF has not been satisfied with he.lpin, 
tc reestablish a rtiinimum of e.incraic c ir culat icr. 

It IS trying to install a policy of lew p''iceso by 
limiting prztirs for merchants t .. 10 percent and b; 
enc-urag.cg neighborhood o r ganiza t i •: ns ro open 
.oopetatue s'ores at whose servi'e the frcoi plai 
I's own resouroes in t c ansper f at i on and distributlj 
"These people’s stores, which sell at prioes 25 co 
per.en: lower than these cf the merchants, &re the 
best possible tool let cent rolling prices," rbe 
bearded man with glasses who is in -ohaege cf the 
oomnietoial section ol the front ’■old me "We are 
seeing to i' that we sell at cost and all rbe effe< 
Live mer hants should be able to do the same" 

In lait, as we were able 'o verify, the p.ticej 
■barged at rhe people's stetes are effectively mud 
lower Tc prevent speouiatiGn, the neighborhood 
committees have had to distribute ration cards tc 
each lamiiy But these stores sell only a lew bas; 
ne.eTSities and represent at this point only an 
1 n = i gn : 1 1 can t portion of the marker 

The limitation of profiFi - qo percent has b( 
acieptrd by the mer_hants the town But the EPl 
militants whe have taken cn the perilous exercise ( 
controlling prices recognize themselves that they 
la,.k the means to enforce the norm except tor the 
main st'^sam. of produce and impor'anc merchant-s. T1 
IS the import ant thing anyway and they halve had th< 
good sense not to seek to •. ontrcl the mass of smal! 
time street vendors, merchants cf salvaged goods 
and ether retail contraband, who weigh so llrtle ii 
the Te.el cf prioes The system, because ir is 
modest, appears to have taken hold witheut major 
roliisicns There is enough to eat for everyone, 
and the militant who was watch mg over rhe sale of 
grain at the market, with his gun slung ever his 
shou-tder, told me that he hadn't had to settle a 
single serious conflict 

ftnpossible Economic Accord 

It remains a fact that the division of libera 
Eritrea inrc ELF zones and EPLF zones doesn’t make 
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‘ ap.v easier Civilians pass from one zone co 

oombnt^rirs Regulaiions — taxes, 
1- ex<a...pLe differ m the two zonei?, and the lines 
t . ai;sp^ 1 cation skirt around the rival zones, which 
etiu.ci? cequires considerable det-ucs Is a joint 
econotr.iv policy possible? Leaders ot the EPLF ex- 
piet>» ^^kepticism on this point- They p,;int out two 
1 unv^amen L di disagreements co explain their attitude: 

i In the towns it controls, the ELF carries 
out d policy of restoring property nat i .^aa 1 1 zed by 
the Etniopi^i regime to its focmet owners - 

^ - The ELF is reluctant to -.ommit itself to 

xana t^rorm. For the EPLF it is not ^ question of 
compromise: national liberation :an’t be translated 
into returning co che rule of a feeble bourgeoisie - 
Buc devetal of che most important leaders of the ELF 
are important landowners, especially in tlie ri.h 
plains or western Eritrea, a reg.oo cuntroiled lor 
many years by this movement . 

In anda i ized cones, the miiitaotr or the 

tell how the ELF has discribuced ^ercain lands 
CO !•. s. L coops to pay them orf, how one imporran: 
mii leant ot che ELF came wich his cr ojpa co provoke 
an armed conriict and procect his own p^'^percy in a 
village where che peasants were going ahead with an 
equal c ed is t r ib uc ion of the land 

Buc the EPLr still pursues itr :ig-s tand mg 
policy -.ailing for a united "naci.a^l democratic 
front ” And now that the balance of military and 
poiiLi.ai. strength has swung decisively t: the EPLF, 
the ciVdl movement has had little >whoi^e but to move 
in that direction. After more than tnree ^ears of 
neg-o 1 1 a c 1 0 ns , leaders of the two mo -ecneuts announced 
sn accord had been reached on October 20 in Khartoum, 
capital Cl the Sudan And on No-'emoer 20, a con- 
feren.ee was convened inside liberated territory, 
bringing together leaders of the two f cents -30- 
"k * •ft ^ y'r * i( i ir i •)! ir -Jf It jr it it ■A A -k -k -k ix J- k :ft k k it k k ft k A {-. ft ic it ft ft kftftkkAfik 

ERIIREaNS CLOSE TO LIBERATING KEl PORT CITY 

NEW YORK (LNS) — The Eritrean People’s Liberation 
Front 'EPLFI is now close to liberating che key port 
city 01 Massawa, according to reports received t rom 
Eritrea by che Association ot Eritrean Students in 
North America The city is Eritrea’s third largest, 
with a population of 40,000 

Only one Ethiopian military post remains in the 
city while the Eritreans have just gained control of 
the airport, fuel depot and other key sections of the 
city These developments are the culmination oi bat- 
tles begun on November 21 on the road between Massawa 
and che oapitai city Asmara 

Since the 1500's the city of Massawa has been 
under foreign dominat i on--by che Ottoman Empire, Bri- 
tain, Italy and now Ethiopia- Landlocked Ethiopia has 
so far clung tightly to this key port ^.icy on the Red 
Sea coa^t Its liberation will give the independence 
forces complete control of the coast except tor a 
small portion at Assab 

* A rt 

Tue Aosociation of Eritrean Students and Associa- 
tion ol Eritrean Women in North America have launched 
a fundruiaing campaign to build a radio station in 
Eritre<a, b-th for internal education and tor broad- 
casting news to the outside Contributions can be sent 

tu: a ESNA , Box 1247, N Y. , N Y i 0027 
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RACISM charged IN CORPORATION FOR PUBLIC 
BROADCASTING APPOINTMENT 

NEW YORK fLNS^ — The nomination of a former 
member of che White Citizens* Council to the board 
of the Corporation for Public Broadcasting has 
drawn protests frem civil rights, organized labor 
and media groups throughout the country- Irby 
Turner, currently a city attorney in Belzoni, 
Mississippi, was nominated for the board of CPB 
by President Carcer- 

At Turner's recent confirmation hearing in 
the Senate, only testimony from Turner’s supporters 
was heard — testimony from Senator James Eastland 
(Dem.-Miss ! and Representative G-V Montgomery 
(Dem, -Miss - 1 - The United Auto Workers, NAACP, 
and che Urban League, along with several ocher 
national and Mississippi organizations who oppose 
Turner's nomination have charged that they received 
no notice of the hearing and demanded that the 
record be kept jpen until they can p.resent testimony- 

According to an i nves c i gac i on conducted by the 
Jackson, Mississippi Community Coalition lor Better 
Broadcastings Turner has continually w,:.rked in 
support of White Citizens Council pcli-iesj although 
he IS no longer an active member This year during 
two city eieciion^ in Belzoni, Turne*' ad'’ised poll 
offi-^iais that only they could assist voters who 
could not read, despite a Beizoni law which allows 
friends of su-h voters to assist them The majority 
of the voters in Belzoni who are unable co read are 
black- Also, in recent months Turner has served as 
the lawyer lor a white councilman who slapped a 
black woman without provocation 

The CPB was sec up in 196^ as an independent, 
non-governmental organization to raise and distri- 
bute funds for public and educational television 
and radio nation-wide- It is also supposed to 
develop programs co increase the part i c ipat ion of 
minoiity people and women in public broadcasting. 

Since the inception of the CPB, media, women's 
and civil rights groups have challenged its "indepen- 
dent, non-governmental" status, pointing out that a 
majority or its funds, as well as members of its 
board come from large corporations 

A recent chairman of che CPB board, Frank Pace 
Jr- , was the Secretary of the Array during the 
Truman administration as well as a member of several 
large corporation boards- Pace Later became chair- 
person of the board of General Dynamics, the largest 
defense concra.tor in che United States- Another 
long-time board member of CPB, James Killian, worked 
with the CTa before he joined CPB and afterwards 
j o 1 ne d t he board of a no c h e r m aj or defense contr ac cor 
Mic re Corpo rat ion 

And T u r ne r , 1 1 ke an ocher notot lous b an ke r 
appointed by Carter, is che director of the major 
bank in Belzoni, the Citizens Bank and Trust 
Company - 

7^ ^ b 1 s c ime , no f u r c he r h ea r i ng s on T u r ne r * s 
nomination have been scheduled - 
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' ^^^1-tions are fcrming : : ir> d: this -- 
p-' ^crk and Boar:'n rc Ant- A.b^:, Ch 3 ago, 

^j\«r ^ c-?lii.e, Arkansas; Bt i i ingnatTi , Wa^shiogccn; 
^an^FtoncLsco and Los Angeles And : Le fete of 
lex. vear s legislation con enning Med-;a:d aboi 

tior:.- will largely depend or- h:w esstui rhey 
ate 


The Huma n Con^guen . e s 

dr. ti.1 then, however, ’■housar, ds .1 women on 
^^cli aid will be denied abor'icns -- s:cr,T choosing 
p. 'rgiiar' ■ y but many o'he-s seeking .hsape: "back- 
alley acwttions and suffering rpp onseq^tnees 
Alteadv cne Texas woman has d.cd a- □ cerjlt ;i 
a .ijr-rate abortion And mo^ r abo'M-O righ's 
50V'. -.area assume tha*- many .rher ru h dea>-h 5 ha-e 
oc.urred but have gone unreporred. 

-fi states such as N ew Jersty, whs't aii 

=ild funding for abcrticns ^t-pped August 
I'd, d .• rors are seeing an in. rear e in the number 
'■f women suffering from whar rhey oil "nenpro- 
fessicnal abortions " And aboiciin o cunrel-: r s 
and dc-c'ors in a number of are^s a^e ri-’^iag 
another alarming develcpraent: mot- and m-.re women 
'teking abortions are in. the sc.ond trimester :f 
pregnafi .y -- which pc:o'. ^ha medi.al pr ,.cedores 
be ome mu:h more difficult, dar. geroue and cosily 

"Medi-aid patien's new reaa t h = ^ Medi.aid 
oot::,!! { pay for abcrticns, r _ >:u ge;. pe-ple 
ra- log money and then ccraiog . c , " raid one 
abu'TiOn counselor from New Jc:ac> "By the time 
we r.ee them, it’s too late " 

-30- 

(sec. photo) 

DFMONSTRATORS HU APARTHEID AND U S- BACKERS 

MEW YORK (LNS) — Several hundred a.tivisti- 
' lauding, "Down with Apartheid, Rev-enge Stephen 
Bik,," marched through the streets of New York 
Cir> <un December 10 in a protest against the 
-S,.:utb African government and i'- U S sipporters 
Stephen Biko, a black leader in the s*-ruggle 
again-t apartheid died in a Sc.jth African prison 
tell in September, after suffering fatal brain 
it.juriGr; during several weeks f polite 
"interrogation." A few days be tore the New York 
itirions t cat ion , however j a wh.’-e South Ar-ican 
[u-'ig 1 T t r at e ruled that the Security t:rces were 
f.. t -:o sponsible for Biko’s death 

■J'he protest started with u pi:kct-line cut- 
'idu tfie offices of Cha.se Manhattan Bank Chase 

hc-^^en as one oi the mam targets or the 
protest because of its history cl gtan’iing 
gt-nero'.r loans to South Africa Most inv'estors 
sf'Jcd away from South Africa t^r a while in i960, 
arter po-iice gunned down 69 demt nst r at or s in 
what ame to be known as the Sharpeuille Massacre 
but (.fiase put together $85 million in emergency 
loans to help the racist regime weather the s^'orm, 
Ibe Committee to Oppose Bank L:,ans to Scuth Africa 
estimated earlier this year thar. U S banks have 
bull' up a $3 billion stake in apartheid via 
loaua ro the South African government and 
f. I j u 1 n c s s e s - 

Aiter r he picketing at Chase, the. prut eaters 
m<j- hvd f c the offices cf the Soijoh Afri.^an 


Airlines nearly a mile away. Al-.ng the rcute, 
marshals pci need cut the cffite? ct c’^her US. 
cor p: rations with tics to Scuth Af;: a The 
marchers also paused in trenr or the Irizh Lncer- 
nat 1 onai Airlines to give supper r. to another deinon- 
str an on already going on backing 'he IRA.. 

Speakers a rally in front oi the South 
Air lean Aernnes office included rep resent at ives 
of the Coalition or Black Tcade Ur;ionist.Sj 
KARaBOj a South At n . an black a'^udani group and the 
Pan-Atrican Student Organic a : i on , 

Den.ois Seretre of CBTll pointed c the bype- 
-risy of Carter s humain rights ampaegn in light of 
the governiTien’^ ' s refusal to supper* a.n e'onomic 
boycert cf South Africa and a wirbiiawal of all 
investments In 19 76 the 0 S inv'esbed $1,67 
billion in South Africa When cne of the speakers 
referred to U N Ambassador Andrew Young, the name 
came back from ’^he c -owd as par*: cf a har>t -- 
"Dewn with Andrew Young " 

O'cet 800 peep i 6 c-iok parr, in a similar 
pro':est m Boston on rhe same da> The rally there 
began :n d.cwnf^:wn Copley Square and marched 
through the business distrio*, with s'ops at the 
First Nacccnal Bank of Boston and several large 
insurance :.mpanies which have investments in 
South Africa 
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TUFTS SIUDENIS AND EaCULTY PROTEST MARCOS GRANT 

NEW YORK aN.S) -- "lr"s a 1 1 1 r le like accept- 
ing money :o e=tablish the Benitc Mussolini Chair 
of Humanities," .ommented Zeila Luria, a professor 
at Tufts Univetsity She was referring tc the 
University ptt = ident’s ac : ep’: anoe cf a $1 5 million 
grant from the lamily of Eerdinand Maries, rhe 
Preside nv cf the Philippines* repressive regime 

Students and lacuit:y bav- been p- ot es ting 
this g*ant r- rhe Flercher Suhocl of law and 
Dipltmacy -in.?e late October, when students surrounds 
a car carrying : me Ida Marcos, wile of President 
Marcos and herself governc : of Manila She had 
just come i r om a :er emery with the university s 
board ct trustees at whi-ch she bad ano. canced the 
grant for the . 'cation cf the Ferdinand E. Marcos 
Chair of Eaai Asian and Pacifi Studies. In 
return she received a citation for her "deep human 
concern " 


Early in December, ever 250 atudencs and 
faculty demenst. rated agains^ the grant and marched 
to the univer'sit> president, s cttl.-e The presi- 
dent refused t^ meet with them But he did say 
that the grant had no -strings attached and w*culd 
not, c -iTip rofllise the un.i ve r s c, t y . 

Mo St of the drm>,nairators see me d u n i n v i n c ed 
about not being c-mptomised as well as about 
Imeida Marios’ "deep huirian concern." Since Presi- 
dent Marccs declared martial law .n 1972, 60,000 
people have been thrown in jai.i as political 
prisoners and -■ he regime’s arbitrary arrests and 
widespread u^e cf torture have been onde mn e d by 
Amnesty International and other c r gam z ations „ 
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?.'TCH GOVERNMENT MOVES TO DEPORT 
FORMER CIA AGENT PHILIP AGEE 

■.Edli.-'r’s note: the following article was 
niepdrvd i r oni a special report filed from Amster- 
oan: bv Kodney Larson of Research Associates Inter- 

a California-based organization 
into the intelligence community.) 

■' jc-custd of any legal 

' "'/t? .. ni led K . <^gdo^ij F ranine, even the 

, ■ ^ b.n-Let sely, eve king the CIA 

" ‘ '^die 0 ^vn tries where it inter- 

' -ci'-f ms: I : ui :n&: 1 a^i only one of 

eon: iKumg r_ expose and oppose 
" ‘ *' •' eyi-i th^ high humay cost it 

y . > - . ff 

- ' i I'p 

— Phi Lip Ageey Amsten^dam^ ffeo. (?_, 197? 

AMSTERDAM, Nethei: lands (RAI/LNS) — Charging 
that ht bds engaged in "political activity" and 
"endangered relations of the government of Holland 
vuth c'^her :o ant ties," the Dut:h government 
started proceedings to deport ex-ClA agent Philip 
A.gce De. ember . 

This IS the third deportation proceeding 
this vccjr against Agee — who is known for his 
book . ' c "'he L.npayy : h CIA Diary ^ an expose of 
Cl A a.ti'ities in Latin America, based on his 
Years working with the agency Supporters charge 
rhar pressure from the US government is behind 
t he depor r a t ions 

A b-'cad coalition of civil libertarians. 

Labor (hrity factions, trade unionists and others 
failed Last summer to prevent Agee’s deportation 
from the United Kingdom- After lengthy hearings, 
the Bririr-h government decided to expel Agee and 
refused tc state the charges behind the deporta- 
tion, .looming simply that Agee was a threat to 
na t : ona 1 ar i ty 

Shctciy after arriving in France in August, 
A.gee and his family were compelled to leave the 
country i or unstated reasons He was arrested 
and persrnally escorted to the Belgian border^ 

Since Chen, Agee has been living in Amsterdam. 
He has been .-ompleting another book on the CIA 
and Its a<. rivities in Europe and helping to organ- 
ize a br^.ad inter na t ^ ona i ,oaiition of anti-ClA 
forces The former ClA agent is also working 
with -he State Research Group in London and 
Resear .^h AssO'^iates International in the U.S to 
establish a data bank on the CIA, The data bank 
would li-t the homes and organizations of 
thousands of indiv'iduals and groups that have 
been used and are still being used by the CIA 
for '.overt purposes 

Tiie most recent effc^rt to deport Agee and his 
family .s, in the words of his supporters and 
assoc' iates in Holland, "just one more attempt to 
silence Agee and prevent him from working on his 
data bank on the CIA that would have been made 


lands/' Agee refused to comply. 

If deported to the U.S,, Agee would be 
Involved in litigation with the CIA, which has 
already announced that it will seek a civil injunc- 
tion forbidding him to reveal any information 
about the CIA that he obtained while in the 
agency's service A similar injunction was obtaine 
against Victor Marchetti, another former CIA 
officer and writer, 

tV * 

Agee's supporters are urging sympathizers all 
over the world to protest the deportation decision 
by wiring the Ministry of Justice, Plein 2b, 
the Hague, Netherlands, and to write or call Dutch 
embassies and consulates 

More information on the case can be obtained 
from Research Associates International, P 0 Box 
19I48-A, Los Angeles, California 90019- 
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BLACK WOMEN CHARGE DISCRIMINATION IN FIRINGS 
BY U S STEEL 

NEW YORK (LNS) -- Three black women who were 
fired from South Chicago's U , S Steel South Works 
plant have iiled complaints with the Equal Employmen 
Opportunity Commission (EEOC) and with their union 
local iCharging the company with racial and sex 
discrimination. 

Margaret Robbins, Denise Watson and Trina 
Freeny were fired from South Works in October during 
their probationary period. They charge that they 
never received disciplinary warnings before their 
discharges; chat they were required to undertake 
jobs not assigned to white women workers; and that 
they were subjected to sexual and racial insults by 
their supervisors. 

"Ac least six other black women probationary 
employees have been discharged in a similar fashion 
over the last five months," wrote former Steelworkers 
Union Local 65 Civil Rights Chairman Randy Potts in 
a letter accompanying the EEOC complaint. 

Potts described a pattern cf discrimination" 
emerging from recent company practices, including: 

the systemati,. hiring of women and minorities 
to meet court-ordered ant i-discr imination guidelines 
and then the equally systematic firing of such em- 
ployees during their probation; and 

** an increase of disciplinary actions, layoffs 
and discharges of minority workers — especially of 
black women during periods of economic difficultit 

He also noted that 90 percent of plant discharge 
are minority workers, although black and Latino 
workers constitute only 53 percent of the company 
work force - 


available to liberation forces, unions and others 
around the world." 

llie Dutch government’s attempts to thwart 
Agee ■' work have not been limited to deportation. 

A Dut'Ii representative of the Justice Ministry 
also .asked Agee to name "every person and organiza- 
i](;n he had been in contact with in the Nether- 
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Potts was removed from his post as chairperson c 
the local's civil rights committee at the same time 
the EEOC complaint was filed. However, the Local 65 
President has denied chat Pott's removal was related 
to his performance as committee chair. 

If the EEOC finds merit in the charges, the 
agency will file a suit in behalf of the fired worker 
against U,S. Steel. - 3 q_ 
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iN IR^VC WITH l>OvEIsXMKNI CRACKDOWN 


by jtrank 

L 1 B ERA.1 ion N feu ~ S a c V I e e 


•'.vb't-. N.ION, D C LNS'--lhe miiicaciL demons';: ra- 
the 1 diiian sij^li's c e che 

■^•-•'embet we:e mac. tied che nu^c \ ioienc 
.ii iran r-iii^e che rcudenc-ied "Bu;::. Sr. ci kes " 

; y b M 


- : . V. S -Lrained and eq-.^ippad r^j'. poii,:e, 

■i-*.! u .. r n mobs or piain-.i rhed SaVaK i=e„rec 

^ -igenLSj brura^i\ actaL. Ktd Uic cmc-rging dis- 

-■•-dea. movcmciiL in lean jasc as che ariati was ee — 
pifcdges of ^oarL-.i,-d s-pp^nr le^m < immy 
baiCau ill Wasaingron D C 

■ tic a \ c ot LeptcSsion began •.nie week beiore 
Lnc shaii s ^LsiL Lu ctit L' 5 and ced^tied iib high- 
c b L . n upon r h e s h a ti ’ s t e r u e n 

r)’. NT'vecnber 16, Sawd S n i r aUp-.- u e , a young 
iciLibc wiicer and poet 'Oae p. a'r' c-_ .dJ was in- 
vited a speak by the .rtadents at Acyamehr Uni- 
-c'.sity in I be capital -ity , lehraa Fouc thousand 
btuGcnts attended the poetry reading Organized 
by : lie w ; i ; c t s Assou 1 at 1 on j t I r an But po ii ee 
pte.'cnted another 2000 students getting into 

Ltic ptctiy reading Large ^enit agent" at piain- 
ci-tncd SaV.-i.K Commandos orandishing ^*ubs attacked 
the students Outside the nail, injacing and arrest- 
ing h.. ad teds 

'll reaction CO the beatings and arrests, sta- 
dani s inside the hall staged an over night sit-in. 
And tbe aext day, in unison 'wi'^h t ne miliLant dem- 
onsLr'aiions in Washington D C and San Francisco, 
the srudeatb marched 10,000 strong to Central 
Tcnraa tj prottest the p li o-SaVaK attacks on 
Iraritan students the night betore. 

Du:_ng tlie mar^^h hundreds ol students were 
ba.age.y attacked and Say id SuiLanpour, who has 
been ill and out ur jairs lor the last lO years, 

'Was ^ e — a : ' c s t e d 


I riaS also been ^Ofitirmed that during the 
ma: ..h u ' : anian dissidents were killed in the 
street- 01 lehran And the lehran police authori- 
ties vc lasted another well-kQ-Wn icitist poet, 
retell' i-. out 0 1 prison, M Azarm, when he went to 
L ii e p'. c-cest the niurQcts Azatm and an un i d e n— 
tifieO tcoman were reportedly taken outside the 
^ity lehran and severely beaten th are in 

_ I 1 1 - , ai . d I c 1 on 


It nas been alleged that 60 mure dissidents 
were Killed in Tehran ,n November oO This re- 
port iia-' n.t been eontirmed 

;ic ji ■.-. L 1 ■. e the government, dedared martial 
la^.' - 1 . i.'jr impurcaiit «.icies in Iran: Tabriz 'in 

i a,. N . r • r;.va " c uorner near Turkey'', Ahwaz ^Southwest 
l: dh a- at the Persiari Odi), Esiahan (directly 

.durani, and Moshhad 'east o: lehran near 
■ ■ i K ' Curlews have also been established 

;u t' >. . :t *es and I O'" Sa'veral days many businesses 

a : . t ' Were C 1 0 S e d 

I rani an Police 


laiilan poll..e wiiO savagely attac ked 
'. tlie November d era...na t r a' ions appear 
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almost identical to U S not pc-iice: They 

wear the same not helmets, body armour and 
bullet prooi vests, and carry similar long ak 
bacons with heavy lead at the end 

Iran is a major reuipienc n [J S polt e 
equipment aS weii as military supplies In re- 
cent year= Iranian polire lorces ha e ^e..ei ed 
4,300 revolvers and pistols and 810,000 rounds 
of ammunition rrom US rirms And Iranian po- 
iire oiticials have also received language in- 
struction rrom che American Language School in 
the Washington D C mecropoiican ar«r-a, enabling 
them to learn the latest count e r - in r gen . y 
ta^ L 1 .. s 

The piain- _ cothed Iranian "pat 'iota,*' who 
joined the police in at talking and arresting che 
It anian demunscracors, are par: or a new strategy 
by the =hah to make the clashes appeal to be 
cont r ontat 1 ^ns between pto-shah "patriots" and 
extremist dissidents This stiotegy was ai&^: 
employed at the Washingt'^n D C p:. rests during 
che shah’s vi^ic, where piain-c lor hed SAVAK agents 
formed che main portion or the pro-ahah demon- 
s L t at L in 


The Naci-nal Front, a nationaitbC ..cal it ion 
tha' opposed the shah two decades ogu and whi_h 
has been recently revitalized, haS .iaimed clia' 
the pto-shah "patrijts" are acfja.ily Imperial 
Ranger Guards and SAVAK commandos The Imperial 
Ranger Guards are U S -trained "tactical assault 
troops" kn.-wn to many as the "Green Berets of 
Iran ' It is alleged that Israe.'. i r oonc e r - 1 nsu r- 
gen-y specialists, who have for years trained 
Iranian ofiicccs, arc now assisting in the 
training or chu Imperial Range Guards as well 


0 pe n C r 1 1 1 c ism ot _Go ve t Q men y 

The latest government crackdown came in 
response to a senes oi ant i-g? ve c nmenc protests 
sparked by an unusual incident of wefers and 
lawyers openly criticizing the go ernraent One 
hundred forty -three such people wme a series 
ot open j.e:'_ ers to the governmen' this tail call- 
ing tor many progressive r r ^ , w .'itjg the 

diamantling oi SAVaK and the moua; hy - 

The Iranian goveinment responded by applying 
pressure on these asso: i at ?ns to dis.ard their 
demands When this failed, all .r the dissident 
writers and lawyers were biU'.kl.sted and some of 
the mote active dissidents attested- 

The re_cn: events in Iran ha-’e brought to- 
gether aspects or the popular uprising u.t 1963 
(which almost toppled the shah's regime' and the 
bus Strikes of 1969 " The revitaiizat i-on of 
the National front, which includes a . r o ss-se .. cion 
ui religious leaders, lawyers, writers, students 
and fff-sC impor..antly workers is a -'eiy important 
development in lean today (The Na-ionai Front 
WaS spearheaded in Iran in the eai iy '50s by Dr. 
Mohammed Mossadegh who was Prime Minister of 
Iran until ousted by the C lA in 1953 ) 


Ihis democratic upsurge also show 
demands of the constitutional moement 
in 1905 are still s^ rongly embedded in 
or the Iranian people. But it i^ also 
the current level oi dissent is nor s- 
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iv' L.ppi6 i;he firmly enirenched regime. 


Mo re Pr ocesis In U S 

'u ' c^iponse Lo Lhe recen: crackdown on 
poiiii^al dissidents in Iran, Lcanian students in 
the U have held subsequent demonstrations. 

The li<inian bt^dents Association (ISA)-U-S 
mar.ned through Washington DC December 8 
shouting Iran, the Future Viac Nam; U S- advi- 
sors, lIa Jut oi Iran " 

Ihese demonstrators were denied a permit 
lor tallying in iront of the White House and 
V7ete ulicWed to march past, but not scop in 
tront ui, the Iranian embassy. They were es- 
corted by the D C Police Department's Special 
Weaprns and Chemical Division which specializes 
m countecing urban insurgency 

This strong police presence followed FBI and 
State Depatunent criticism of the police for 
posing a "weak show of force" against the 9,000 
people who demonstrated lor two mil days during 
the shah's visit to Washington 

Meanwhile, in Chicago, ten members of the 

Coniede t at ion of Iranian Students (General 
Union) began a hunger strike in late November 
to demand the release of all Iranians arrested 
during tae shah's v.raLkdown 

- iO - 

(Frank Foe testaf is a journalist and researcher 
for Ui.'. tc magazine ) 
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IN THE COUNTRYSIDE AND IN THE CITY 

When a great and revolutionary concept 
With the intention or faithruiiy serving the 
ma 3 s e 3 

Encounters silence in the thick or the City 
Goes, swiitly and secretly, into the villages far 
and neat 
And returns 

And sits dew’n in smoke-rliled cares 
With Quimurad, Muhsin and Bagrat 
And runs sruund in the school-yacd with Khusrow 
and Bahrooz 

And warms passers-by in the streets with its 
greet mgs 

And talks about the burden of the day's suffer- 
ings un the bus 

And bits w'ith anguished heart beside the office 
clerks 


(See graphics ) 

CONGRESS PUSHING TOWARDS STRICT LIMITS ON 
ORGANIZING IN THE US MILITARY 

NEW YORK (LNS) — A bill currently betore Con- 
gress threatens to close off even the limited 
outlets for organizing in the US military- 

S. 274 was pushed through the Senate without 
debate in September by conservative forces 
headed by republican Senator Strom Thurmond and 
is currently betore the House Armed Services 
Committee It enacted it will prohibit union 
organizing within the armed rorces by: 

^’''making it a felony punishable by five 
years imprisonment for members of the armed 
forces, Reservists, and National Guards to engage 
in joining, soliciting membership In, or advocat- 
ing an independent union for GIs 

**prohibit ing the use of government facili- 
ties for organizing activities. 

*^forbldding commanders from recognizing, 
negotiating or bargaining with any individual or 
group purporting to represent service personnel. 

S 274 will further compeil all Reservists 
and National Guard members of the Association of 
Civilian Technicians (ACT) to hand in their 
union cards, thus disbanding the union Through 
the legislation, the American Federation of 
Government Employees (AFL-CIO^ would also lose 
any right to represent the 60,000 Guard and 
Reserve employees ■ 

The bill would also place a blanket re- 
striction on civilian attempts to organize or 
even advocate military anions, striking a blow 
at the informal network of paralegal counsellors 
who currently assist ser vie eraembe rs in their 
grievance disputes with military management, 

A coalition oi six ot ganizat ions has 
formed to deteat the proposed legisiacton. 

They are the ACLU (Washington office), Center 
for National Security Studies, Citizen Soldier, 
Enlisted Times, National Lawyers Guild, and 
ACT President Vincent Pacerno- 

ft ft * 

For more inlotraation, con'-a.i the Coalition 
to Defeat S 2^4/HR 120, 600 Pennsylvania Ave.SE, 
Suite 30 i. , Washington D C 20003. 
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And kci 0 ..ko on the door or poverty in South Tehran 
And -omposes alongside the laboring masses the 
bloody song of liberation 
How Lciiiing, then, is prison 
Ineir rotting torttess 
Their ploy 

Their shackles and 
Their chains 


ANT I -nuclear ACTIVISTS BEGIN TRIAL 

NEW YORK (LNS) — Eighty a..tivists arrested 
at an occopacion of the Trojan nuclear power plant 
in August recently began hearings on criminal 
trespass charges stemming from the protest- The 
activists were p<itt oi a 38-hour blockade of the 
gates to the plant in Rainier , Oregon. 
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— Say id Suicanpour, a young 
leftist Iranian poet who has served 
many prison terms and whose recent read- 
ing in Iran sparked large anti-govern- 
ment protest. He was rearrested in the 
i^rackdown which follo/;ed- 
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Portland General Electric, 
Trojan, retuaed to respond to a 
that documents on the safety of 
brought to the trial- Sin-.e ics 
19 76 the plant h<a.s had numerous 
to mailun.tion Activists have 
plant is unsafe and should be pe 
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miners shut down non-union MINES; 
heads SOFTENING KEY DEMANDS IN CONTRACT 
TALKS AS NATIONAL STRIKE CONTINUES 

NEW YORK (LNS) Sporadic violence marked the 
fst ew weeks of the national coal strike as 
nets stepped up their efforts to halt production 
of non-union coal. 

The strike by the 160,000 United Mine Workers 
Union members began December 6, stopping produc- 
tion at halt the nation's mines. And at least 
several thousand non-union miners were brought 
off work as well, as angry UMTs^ miners set up 
pickets at non-union mines in West Virginia, 

Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Pennsylvania and Utaho 

In SdStern Kentucky, about 500 striking 
UMW miners went into non-union coalfields 
December 12, forcing about 20 truck drivers to 
abandon their loads of coal, and dump tons of 
coal alongside highways- The following day, 

Kentucky state police equipped with riot gear 
gassed a group of about 400 rock and bottle throw- 
ing miners picketing the Green Coal Co- mine in 
Daviess County, western Kentucky. 

These and other demonstrations of rank and 
file miiitance came at the same time as top com- 
pany and union negotiators were hammering out a 
compromise agreement on several key issues- The 
union has dropped its demand for a limited right 
to strike, in return for the industry’s agreement 
to drop Its demand for a no-strike clause in the 
contract, according to a report in the December 
1 5 I Stree t Joupna I . 

The compromise package, which one industry 
source described as ”a labor stability plan," 
would also require each striking miner to reim- 
burse the UMW Health and Retirement Fund for 
the income lost as a result or a work stoppage. 

(The Fund is financed by industry contributions 
on the basis of coal mined-) 

In addition, negotiators have reportedly 
agreed to a union proposal for the dismissal of 
any miners engaged in a wildcat work stoppage who 
picket a mine other than their own. Such picket- 
ing has been nominally forbidden for years in 
the UMW contract, but neither the union officials 
nor the coal industry have been able to curb the 
practice, which is the main way wildcat strikes 
have spread throughout the coalfields. 

According to the Joupnai article, other is- 
sues in the contract package remain to be worked 
out, including the restoration of health and re- 
tirement beneiits, a key issue along with the 
right to strike for most rank and file miners. 

Yet even the working out of a tentative con- 
tract would not guarantee a quick end to this 
strike, wnich many have predicted could last three 
months- The walkout will not stop until the con- 
tract IS ratified. And given the compromises the 
union has already made, the membership is not 
likely to accept the contract enthusiastically. 

Over the past four years, rank and file 
miners have consistently displayed a miiitance 
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and independence unmatched by any union rank and 
file, and a willingness to withstand long strikes 
rather than bend to union or industry authorities. 
In the current strike many miners have claimed 
they are ready to strike for several months rather 
than give up their key demands which would be af- 
fected by this "labor stability" package. 
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200,000 PROTEST UNEMPLOYMENT IN ITALY 

NEW YORK (LNS) — Thirty-five special trains an< 
1,000 buses brought workers from throughout Italy 
to Rome December 2 to march in support of a 24- 
hour, nation-wide strike by members of the Metal- 
workers Union (FLM) . The strike was in response 
to massive layoffs throughout Italy, particularly 
in the steel industry- 

The demonstration brought 200,000 workers, 
students, women and unemployed workers into the 
streets of Rome in a dramatic show of the Italian 
working class’s mounting opposition to government 
economic policies- 

As part of the day’s meetings some 5,000 
activists joined a gathering called by militant 
auto workers from Alfa Romeo factories in Milan. 
Workers from various factories and cities spoke 
at the gathering, severely criticizing the Italian 
Communist Party and the Union for their collabora- 
tionist stance with respect to government policies 
which are increasing unemployment - 

A general slogan — "Working less, everyone 
works" — was adopted by those present and has al- 
ready been put into practice in a number of fac- 
tories. At the Fiat plant in Turin, for the past 
six weeks workers and unemployed youths have en- 
forced an unofficial ban on overtime by holding 
Saturday morning pickets, 
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(Thanks to our correspondent in Rome for the 
above information.) 
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FEW DOCTORS FOR URBAN POOR 

NEW YORK (LNS) — According to a study released 
recently by the New York City Department of Health, 
some poor and third world neighborhoods of the 
city have no medical doctors. The Tremont area of 
the South Bronx, for example, has a population 
of about 10,000 and not one practicing private 
physician except for one Medicaid clinic. 

One area of Bedf ord-Stuyvesant in Brooklyn 
has one physician serving a population of 19,000; 
in a nearby area of Brownsville, one physician 
serves 22,000 people. 

In sharp contrast, one affluent area of 
Manhattan’s East Side has 1,089 physicians serving 
its 32,000 residents - 
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SEE STORY PAGE 10 

(#892) 


BOTTOM RIGHT Miners graphic, 
CREDIT. Li pshe.T z/Labor Today/LNS 

COULD GO WITH STORY PAGE aL (#892) 


BOTTOM LEFT: 

CREDITl Fog Aver 1.. ./LNS 
SEE STORY PAGE I. (# 892 ) 


F- 


LIBERATION News Service (#892) 


De>. ember I65 ± 97 '^ 


more , 











‘^CP RIGHT: Iranian s^adents 

^err.ons * ra T ing m Washington 
L C, against the Shah's 
rackdown m Iran^ 

December: i9/7 

CREDIT' Ra^pn M,^.er/LNS 

SEE STORY PAGE .2 (#892). 


TOP LEFT* An -Apartheid 
demons ^ ra tors in New York 
City De"' a lO, 19^?o One 
of ^he demands^ avenge 
^ne death of S'ephen Biko, 
a Did' k leader of resistance 
^n South Africa who was 
k 1 . . e d in a Svj u t h A f r i . ah 
prison ±n September^ 

CREDIT : LNS 

SEE STORY PAGE ^0 (#89d)‘ 


BOTTOM RIGHT* Miners leaving 
the E:'.ies #3 Mine in Raieigh 
Co„: West Vi.rginia on the last 
shif" before the nationax 
United M^ne Workers s*rike. 

December 5^ t97? 

CREDIT: Doug Yarrdw/LNS 

SEE STORY PAGE .0 ^# 892 ) AND 
i.n .as* pa-., keto 


BOTTOM LEFT l A woman mi.ner in 
her work . ^ c * he s , . and her usual 

gar D 0 

CREDIT i' Ah.an Cookenour/ 
M^.)un^ain News/LNS 

COULD GO WITH MINERS STORY 
PAGE .4 (#892). 








TO? RIGHT. Fill. pi na Narciso and 
Iconara Perez, 2 Filipina nurses 
on trial in Detroit. 

CREDIT. Michigan Free Press/UTSo 
STORY ON Page. 8. 


TOP LEFT; Professor Sam Noumoff of 
McGill University reading a 15 foot 
telegram addressed to the New York 
Conference for a New Direction in 
U.S. Korea Policy by Korean residents 
of japan, who were prevented from 
attending the conference by the 
Japanese Government- Mark Seldon 
of St- Louis V/ashington University 
looks on. 


CEE D'l 1 lNS Graphics - 

SIORV PAGE 11. 


MIDDLE R IGHT . Indira 
Ghandi . 

CREDIT Shake /AFf / 


mtddle middle credit 

Sheet and lube Worker/ 

USIS , 

STORY Page 6., 


M!iDDi.i. LEFT ' Washington 
■Rorc a»Lobby” figure 
Suzy i^ar k Tnampson 
and fr land 

ST DR Y Pa(S£ 1 1 . 


BOTTOM RIGHT ; The 196 7 trial in Seoul of 
people kidnapptd from France and West 
Germany by the KC I.A. Note the Pak 
police next to each prisoner. 

CREDIT: David Houssez/LNS. 


BOTTOM LEFTY. U.S. occupation troops 
disembarking in South Korea in 
SfcpLemtier 19'45x 

CREDT T • DPRK/UNS, 

STORY PAGi 1 i , 


STORY ON PAC2 ll. 


P^l 


LIBERATION News Service 


(#858) 
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more . . . . . 





